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spinning^ sizing, dyeing, preparing the warp and the
woof, weaving, and washing. These, with the exception
of dyeing, are essential processes. Every one of them
can be effectively handled in the villages and is being
so handled in many villages throughout India which
the A. I. S. A. is covering. According to the latest
report the following are the interesting figures:

2,75,146 villagers, including 19,645 Harijans and
57,378 Muslims, scattered in at least 13,451 villages,
received, as spinners, weavers^ etc., Rs. 34,85,609 in
1940. The spinners were largely women.

Yet the work done is only one-hundredth part
of what could be done if Congressmen honestly took
up the khadi programme. Since the wanton destruction
of this central village industry and the allied handi-
crafts, intelligence and brightness have fled from the
villages, leaving them inane, lustreless, and reduced
almost to the state of their ill-kept cattle.

If Congressmen will be true to their Congress
call in respect of khadi> they will carry out the instruc-
tions of the A. I. S. A. issued from time to time as to
the part they can play in khadi planning. Only a
few broad rules can be laid down here:

L Every family with a plot of ground can grow
cotton at least for family use. Cotton growing is an
easy process. In Bihar the cultivators were by law
compelled to grow indigo on -f$ of their cultivable
land. This was in the interest of the foreign indigo
planter. Why cannot we grow cotton voluntarily for
the nation on a certain portion of our land? The
reader will note that decentralization commences from
the beginning of the khadi processes. Today cotton
crop is centralized and has to be sent to distant parts